THE  FUTURE POLICY  OF RUSSIA

That respect for the rights of other states in which France
especially has always been so wanting at the time of her
supremacy, and which in England lasts only so long as
English interests are not touched, is made easy for the
German Empire and its policy, on one side owing to the
practicality of the German character, on the other by the
fact (which has nothing to do with our deserts) that we
do not require an increase of our immediate territory, and
also that we could not attain it without strengthening the
centrifugal elements in our own territory. It has always
been my ideal aim, after we had established our unity
within the possible limits, to win the confidence not only
of the smaller European states, but also of the Great
Powers, and to convince them that German policy will be
just and peaceful, now that it has repaired the injuria tern-
porum, the disintegration of the nation. In order to pro-
duce this confidence it is above everything necessary that
we should be honourable, open, and easily reconciled in
case of friction or untoward events. I have followed this
recipe not without some personal reluctance in cases like
that of Schnabele (April 1887), Boulanger, Kauffmann
(September 1887); as towards Spain in the question of
the Caroline Islands, towards the United States in that
of Samoa, and I imagine that in the future also opportu-
nities will not be wanting of showing that we are appeased
and peaceful. During the time that I was in office I
advised three wars, the Danish, the Bohemian, and the
French; but every time I first made myself clear whether
the war, if it were successful, would bring a prize of vic-
tory worth the sacrifices which every war requires, and
which now are so much greater than in the last century.
Had I had to say to myself that after one of these wars
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